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the possibilities of protecting the Calvinists from
Lutheran persecution and of bringing about a general
Protestant league.* He was thus occupied from the
4th till the 8th of May, Then, preparing to return to
England, on his way he paid a visit to the Land-
grave William of Hesse, about which we have no
details, and he reached Cologne about the middle of
the month. The task assigned to him by Queen
Elizabeth had been completed, and the larger task
he had obtained leave to undertake had been
bravely attempted; but he was by no means satis-
fied with the result.

It is not easy in this nineteenth century to take
much interest in the squabbles of German Calvinists
and Lutherans in the latter part of the sixteenth
century; but these were grave and momentous then,
and, if we wonder somewhat at young Philip Sidney's
boldness in aspiring to patch up the squabbles, or
rather to remove them and their causes, we must
greatly commend the motives that prompted him.
His motives and his boldness were notable. Two
strong desires possessed him now and to the
end of his life. The one was the overthrow of
Papal and Spanish tyranny, the double-headed foe
to political freedom and to what he regarded as the
only true form of religion. The other was the sink-
ing of all dissensions among Protestants, in order

* State Papers, Foreign, Elizabeth; John Casimir to the
Queen's Council, 8 May, 1577. Where no authority is given for the
details in this chapter, they are repeated from documents (chiefly
among the Cottonian and Harleian MSS. in the British Museum),
quoted in my ** Memoir of Sir Philip Sidney/' I have corrected two
or three errors of date therein.